artist of the month
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hit sky is always blue, and the same

shide of blue at that, in the work of

north Norfolk artist Trevor Woods,

“It 1= my signature calour at the

moment. It's a unlque colour and it
hos evolved that way but it may not always be
like that. | may ehange it." explains Trevor, as
ke shows me his Intest work in his stwdio, the
garage a1t his home in Wellington Road,
Brisiomn,

“Thess nre so different from when [ stareed.
Then my work was more abstract but now it's
miutch more graphical {n detail.

“People have said that my work shows
influences of Lichtenstein, Opie or Mondrian.
[t can be likened to their style in some
the straight edges for example - bat really it's
not directly influenced: it's my own work that
has o ed into what vou see on the canvas.

“'m mm]rh tely so
with
: 5 af nge.
But it saems [11.'1'( not having any formal
tradning hasn't keld him back for he has painted
ally for more than eight vears. Ho
up In Mundesley thougn he savs he's a
e af Kent having been born there
“T e Lo Morfolk when 1 was thres but still
| Th1nk nf mvu Ifas from Kent.™ he jokes.
{3 shim High Schiool
tic art teachors who really
epcouragsd me” he savs - he worked a1 a
pieture framers. This is a skill that hie still
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uges ne he likes to feame his own work, “That
way vou gel the overall leok that you want™,
hit sAvS

When you see Trevor’s work for the first
tima, vou eould mistakenly think thot it is
eomputer-generated. However, nothing could
b further from the truth for it s all painted
and pvery plece 15 an arigindl

Nes, It can be diffieult (o pet this aeross (o
peaple as o lot do fend to think that they are
primts,” explains Trevor. “But they are all
paintesd in nerylies and then edged in inks.”

People who look bevond  thot st
impression are clearly won over. “Last yeudr
was absolotely mad as [ osold over B0
paintings.” Trevor says

“1 didd Open Studios, although they missed
e out of the brochure bt | won't say any
more nbout that. However ong couple who
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came on the finol day bought v gherkin
painting so thai made it all worthwhile,” he
sav's

The gheérkin, you have probably realised
15n't o painting of the pickled vogetable but
rather o cltv=cape of London with the famous
Foster gherkin at the centre. Architect
MNorman Foster's leonic design of 30 5 Mary
Axe Is hetter known as “The Gherkin® and is

a ' beacon In London’s skvline. §t was ailt for

Swiss ‘Re, the second lorgest insarance
company In the world, and It opened in 2004,
“I"wir been quite suceessful with my London
paintings. They are becoming nereasingly
popular,” sayvs Treval
“*Then, theres my beach
People love those,” he udds
“I'm hoping te hold an exhibition in
London, in Crovdon, in the near fature and |

huts af Wells

[Left] Jo Woods with two of her Clippykit bags.
Paintings by Trevor Woods:

[Opposite page, top) Wells Beach Hut
Panoramic.

[Centrel Trevar in his studio at his house in
Briston,

{Bottom) The City Panoramic.

(Page 129] Catching a Crab at Wells.

shall e golne back there [odo more Work on
Landom panatams over the winte

*“The Saatchl Gallery has put my. work on
its pnline gailery and 1 also took part in the
Adfardable Art Falr, again in Lobdon.”

Howevor, as Trevor and his 31-yenr-old wife
Jo were preparing to hollday In Aldeburgh
the follpwing week, vou may sed 2omme Suffolk
influences showing in future paintings. Or
Scottish limdscapes, as the couple eloped o
Giretnn Green (o marry this suinmer

“I have been doing some interior scenes
afid, peirticulnrly this your, still lifes femturinge
contomporary destgn objocts - it's very much
i case of seeing what pops into my head

“1 dap't stand  stil;  'm W wWavs
experimenting,” he adds

“The key is deciding what to put in and
whit o leave out, My fsn't ke n
painting of & seépe, it 5 more
representational than that, 1 take lots of
photopraphs and work from them. | think U'm
becoming more minimalist.”

Though interior scenes may be a
direction, W is one that seems o have met
with the approval of the buying public

“Thorit™s i real cross-sectlon of LH’--I]f!-.' Wi
like my work. 1t is hord to Jdengify one srotip
I think people ke contemporary work thot
will it Inte any Interlors scheme” he
explains. This is nlso where Trevor (inds thit
his framing skills are o bonus

“F de ey own frmimge. 1 don't ke hapding
it owver to someone else as | think a frame
makes o painting and 'm locky that most of
ming suit this Hght ash frame,” he savs

“But If someons wanis & differem frame 1o
mateh o partieular scheme then | ean div the
for them,”

Anothor off-shoot is bags. " Tha s really Jo's
project,” says Trevio

As Jo oxplains: 0 was given o Clippykit hag
[o el PYVC bag with opening pockets which
vou can fill with your own photos, fbrics
bends and mementos] st Chelstmag and | puat
onag of Trevar's paintings, Destgner Dog, init
| recelvid] oo many complimentary oomments
when out and abowml with my bag that we
decided to go into production

W e produeing them under the name of
Tt Caught My Eve amnl T Had to Have 1t and
the first two bngs are "James’. who 18 &
Black+Blum bookend, and ‘Dogegy Bag'
featuring the iconic Magis Puppy.”

Waell, ' eertzaindy love one and they hope (o
produce more cards so that customers can
give their boga new look by simply changing
the cards inside the Clippykit pockets

Watch this space. [or vou pat the feeling
there's alwayvs something now on the hovigon
Ar Trawor aave, ho'e nol one for standing still @

work
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Trevor Woods Contemporary Art,
07795 680474 [daytime]; 01283 BA2340
{eveningsl; www.twoodsimages.co.uk;
emailiinfofdtwoedsimages.co.uk
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